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MEMORANDUM OF DECISION ON PLAINTIFFS' MOTION TO SEVER 
AND FOR SUMMARY JUDGMENT 

This is a summary process action brought pursuant to G.L. c. 239, § IA in which 

the plaintiff-owner is seeking to recover possession of the premises from the defendants­

tenants upon the expiration of a residential lease. The defendants filed an answer in which 

they have alleged as affirmative defenses to the claim for possession and counterclaims 

that (1) the plaintiff failed to comply with the provisions of the City of Boston 

condominium conversion eviction ordinance, (2) the plaintiff's effort to evict the 

defendants constitutes an act of reprisal in violation of G.L. c. 239, § 2A and c. 186, § 18, 

(3) the plaintiff failed to pay interest on the defendants' last month rent deposit in violation

of G .L. c. 186, § 15B, and ( 4) the plaintiff's actions constituted unfair or deceptive acts in 

violation of G.L. c. 93A. The defendants' answer included a jury demand. 1

This matter is before the Court on two motions presented by the plaintiff. The first 

is a motion to sever the defendants' counterclaims from the summary process case. The 

second is a motion for summary judgment pertaining to (1) the plaintiff's claim for 

possession, (2) the affirmative defense and counterclaims (reprisal and unfair trade 

practice) asserted by the defendants based upon the condominium conversion eviction 

1 The jury trial is scheduled to commence on December 11, 2017. 
































































